Minutes
Extra Meeting of
Preston on Stour Parish Council
Held on:
Place:

Thursday 20th June 2019 at 7.30pm
Village Shop

Present:
Cllrs Will Spencer (Chair), Anna Corser (Vice-Chair), Elizabeth Jonsson and James Seccombe
In attendance: Kerry Finlayson (Parish Clerk)
Members of the public:2
36/19

WELCOME and APOLOGIES
Councillors received and accepted apologies from Cllr Smith.

37/19

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
There were no interests declared in any item of business on the agenda

38/19

FINANCE
i.
Payments
Invoice No Cheque

Payee

Details

TOTAL

6

100742

Thomas Fox

Mowing

321.96

7

100742

Thomas Fox

Mowing

482.94

8

100743

HMRC

Clerk Tax

9

100744

K Finlayson

Salary

10

100745

K Finlayson

Expenses

211.93

11

100746

WALC

Publications

37.00

12

100747

K Dunn

ii.

Audit
Seconded Cllr Spencer

Proposed Cllr Corser
Bank reconciliation(s)
a) Year End 2018-19
b) 17th June 2019
Both documents were agreed and signed.
Proposed Cllr Corser
Seconded Cllr Spencer

200.00
All in favour

All in favour

iii.

Savings Account
Following the audit it had been suggested that some of the funds in the account should be transferred to
a savings account.
The Clerk would look into setting up an account with the PC’s existing bank – HSBC.
It was agreed to review the bank mandate and correspondence address for HSBC at the next meeting.

iv.

Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2018/19
Kerry Finlayson, RFO, certified that for the year ended 31 March 2019 the accounting statement in the
annual governance & accountability return had been prepared on a receipts and payments basis and
presented fairly the financial position of the authority.
a) Annual Governance Statement
Cllr Spencer read out the Annual Governance Statement and Cllrs agreed with each statement
and that this could be signed off.
Proposed Cllr Seccombe Seconded Cllr Corser
All in favour
b) Accounting statements 2018-19
Cllr Spencer read out the details of the accounting statements on page 5 of the AGAR and these
were all agreed by all Cllrs.
Proposed Cllr Corser
Seconded Cllr Spencer All in favour

1

39/19

GOVERNANCE
Cllrs approved the following documents:
i.
Code of Conduct
ii.
Standing Orders – Updated
iii.
Risk Assessments – it was agreed that Cllr Jonsson should hold a flash drive back up which would be
updated at each meeting
Proposed Cllr Spencer
Seconded Cllr Corser
All in favour

40/19

WEBSITE
The Clerk had now set up a new website exclusively for the Parish Council www.prestononstourparishcouncil.co.uk
at a cost of £5pa for the domain name. The new site would allow the Clerk to ensure that the website was always
up to date and fully compliant.

41/19

UNDERGROUND COAL GASIFICATION
Cllr Corser had looked into this and although it wouldn’t affect the Parish directly she felt the PC should comment
on this in principle.
After some discussion it was agreed that Cllr Corser would write a statement, to be approved by Cllrs via email
for the Clerk to submit.
Following the meeting the Clerk submitted the following statement:
Preston on Stour Parish Council members expressed concern about the effects of any such proposed operation
close to homes or businesses and also for the neighbouring environment.
It was agreed that, with the Government having so recently pledged to achieve the target of zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050, any process involving the use of fossil fuels should, as rapidly as possible, become obsolete.
That would rule out Underground Coal Gasification.

42/19

TREES
The Clerk had received a letter from Thomas Fox with regards to mowing under the trees and whether the PC
would like the trees cut back, for which a quote had been submitted at the request of the Clerk.
Cllrs discussed this and it was agreed that they were happy for the trees to be mowed around as it was a
conservation area and they wished for the wildlife to grow freely. It was agreed that the trees should be mowed
around.
It was further agreed that at the next meeting the PC would look to open for tender the grass cutting
Cllr Seccombe asked if the local resident who was a tree surgeon was ever offered to tender for work and was
advised that he was.

N.B

At this point the Chair agreed to let Cllr Corser report on a couple of items:
i.
Cllr Corser was unable to attend the next WALC Local meeting on 27th June so it was agreed that Cllr
Jonsson would attend and report back at the next meeting.
ii.
Cllr Corser was now unable to attend the 3 tier Rural Transport meeting on 11th July and asked if anyone
else could attend but no-one was able to do so. However, Cllr Jonsson agreed to find information on what
public transport was available, when and the costs. This would then be added to the website.

43/19

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
o Thursday 18th July – 7.30pm
o Further meetings to take place on the 4th Thursday of alternate months

44/19

CLOSURE OF THE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
Cllr Spencer proposed that the meeting closed at 20.50. This was seconded by Cllr Corser with all in favour.

Signed:

Date:

18 July 2019

2

